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Biography of

Richard K. Studley

Senior Vice President of Government Relations

Michigan Chamber of Commerce


Rich Studley, Senior Vice President of Government Relations, has been with the Michigan Chamber of Commerce since May of 1981.


Mr. Studley is responsible for planning and implementation of the Michigan Chamber’s legislative and communications programs.  He lobbies the Michigan Legislature and Congress on taxes, transportation, telecommunications and other key issues.  Lobbyist effectiveness surveys by Inside Michigan Politics have repeatedly ranked the Michigan Chamber as one of the top lobbying organizations in the state.  In a January 2001 Capital Report, the Detroit News described the Michigan Chamber as “The state’s major public policy interest group.” 


Rich is Managing Editor of Michigan Forward, the Chamber’s award winning monthly magazine with a circulation of over 19,000.  In January 2000, the Michigan Chamber received an Award of Merit from the American Chamber of Commerce Executives association for its 1999-2000 Legislative Priorities booklet.  The Michigan Chamber’s website,  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.michamber.com, is an excellent source of timely and accurate information on the Lansing scene for Michigan’s job providers.   In 2001, the Chamber continued its leadership role in using technology for business advocacy by adding a state of the art legislative action center to the Chamber’s website. 


Prior to joining the Chamber, he was program director for the Michigan Senate Republican Office from 1979 to 1981.  Earlier, he was City Manager for the City of Clare.  Born in Pontiac, Illinois in 1951, Rich grew up in Kalamazoo and graduated from Portage Central High School in 1970.  He received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Alma College in 1974.  In May 1993 he received a Master of Science in Administration degree from Central Michigan University.


Rich is an Associate Member of the Michigan Society of Association Executives; a graduate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Institute for Organizational Management; and in 1995 completed the American Chamber of Commerce Executives’ Leadership Development Program at the Center for Creative Leadership in Greensboro, North Carolina.  Rich is a former member of the Grand Ledge City Council and recently served as a community member of the Lansing State Journal Editorial Board.  In 2000, Rich served as Treasurer of Citizens for Common Sense Government (CCSG), the diverse coalition that opposed Proposal 00-2.  CCSG raised and spent about $1 million in a successful statewide public information campaign to persuade voters to reject this dangerous amendment to our State Constitution.  Rich currently serves as a co-chair of Michigan’s Transportation Team, a statewide coalition fighting to strengthen and improve federal transportation funding.

Rich lives in Grand Ledge with his wife Lori and son Ryan.  They attend South Baptist Church.

Jeff McAlvey

Jeff McAlvey began a tenure lasting nearly 14 years with Governor John Engler, starting in 1984 when Engler began serving as Senate Majority Leader. When Engler became Governor in 1991, Jeff assumed the role of the Governor’s Director of Legislative Relations. In that position, he coordinated all of the activities of the Engler Administration in the Michigan Legislature. This included the development of the Governor’s initiatives into legislation and the planning and execution of the strategies necessary to secure the successful passage of that legislation.
 
The role required him to work closely with all members of the Governor’s Cabinet and the entire Michigan Legislature. Major legislative accomplishments during Jeff’s tenure as the Governor’s Legislative Director include 24 tax cuts, welfare reform, the recodification of the Mental Health Code and the School Code, the privatization of the State Accident Fund, the authorization of Charter Schools and Schools of Choice, and Workers’ Compensation reform.
 
Jeff served in this capacity until May of 1997, when he left the Governor's staff to begin McAlvey & Associates.  Jeff represents a broad range of clients including higher education, corporations, city government, a community mental health board, health care organizations, a charitable organization, and a variety of others. 

Jeff and his wife Carole just celebrated their 28th wedding anniversary.  They have four children and reside in Lansing.

DONALD P. WOTRUBA

1795 E. St. Joe Highway • Grand Ledge, Michigan 48837 • (517) 627-3925

FAMILY                                                                                                                               

Married for eight years to wife Laura who works for the Middle Cities Education Association.  Both Don and Laura are from Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

EDUCATION


CARNEY-NADEAU HIGH SCHOOL, CARNEY, MI


May 1989

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY, KALAMAZOO, MI

Bachelor of Science, Public Administration, Minor in English, April 1994 

Masters in Public Administration, August 2003

INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP, EAST LANSING, MI

Education Policy Fellowship Program 1998-1999

MIICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVES, LANSING, MI

Academy of Association Management 2004-2005
EXPERIENCE
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS, LANSING, MI

Director of Legislative Affairs, October 1997 to Present 
MICHIGAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, LANSING, MI

Legislative Assistant, Office of Rep. Paul Tesanovich, May 1994 to October 1997 

MICHIGAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, LANSING, MI

Intern, Office of the Majority Floor Leader, January 1994 to April 1994

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY

Western Michigan University Alumni Association

Michigan Society of Association Executives 

Michigan Non-Profit Public Policy Committee

Grand Ledge Education Foundation Board of Directors

Michigan’s Children’s Trust Fund Ticket Host




Biography of


Al Short

Director of Government Affairs

Michigan Education Association
Director of Government Affairs, Michigan Education Association.  Al Short has worked for the MEA for 34 years.  He started his legislative career in 1972 as a lobbyist and became Director of MEA's legislative and political action programs in 1986.  Al Short has been apart of every legislative attempt and ballot question that addressed K-12 funding since 1972.







