
MASTER'S PROGRAMS

Graduate programs leading to a master's degree are offered by
most colleges, departments and schools at Michigan State Uni-
versity. A student's program of study is administered by the offi-
cially designated unit and is subject to approval by the dean of the
college. Some variations exist in the requirements of the several
master's degree programs. It is important, therefore, for the stu-
dent to become acquainted with all of the applicable University
and unit requirements. The following description covers the
all–University requirements, and most of the regulations, and will
serve as a general guide.

Master's Degrees Granted at Michigan State
University and Minimum Credit Requirements

Following is a list of titles of master's degrees granted at Michigan
State University.

Master of Arts M.A.
Master of Arts for Teachers M.A.T.
Master of Business Administration M.B.A.
Master of Fine Arts M.F.A.
Master of International Planning Studies M.I.P.S.
Master of Human Resources

and Labor Relations M.H.R.L.
Master of Music M.Mus.
Master of Science in Nursing M.S.N.
Master of Public Policy M.P.P.
Master of Science M.S.
Master of Social Work M.S.W. I
Master of Social Work M.S.W. II
Master in Urban and Regional Planning M.U.R.P.

Credit Requirements

The minimum number of credits required for a master's degree
program is 30 beyond the bachelor's degree. Some programs,
however, have higher minimum credit requirements. See the spe-
cific program sections in this publication.

Residence

A minimum of 6 credits in the degree program must be earned in
residence on campus, but many programs require more. Re-
quests for waivers of this requirement must be submitted by the
department or school responsible for the degree program to the
appropriate college and then to the Dean of The Graduate
School.

Certain off-campus and online master’s programs do not re-
quire the minimum residence. Contact the department, school, or
college offering a specific program for additional information.

Planning a Master's Program
and the Appointment of an Academic Adviser

An academic adviser for each student is assigned by the respon-
sible unit in which the student takes the major work. The adviser
alone, or in consultation with the student's advisory committee,
will assist the student in planning a program satisfactory to the
needs of the student and acceptable to the responsible unit.
Changes in program plans may be made only with the approval of
both the adviser and the responsible unit administrator, and, in
some cases, the dean of the college.

Programs of Study

Two types of programs are available:

Plan A consisting of prescribed course work, research,
thesis, and a final oral examination.

Plan B consisting of prescribed course work, without a
thesis, and with a final examinationor evaluation.

Some colleges, departments, and schools offer programs only
under Plan A or only under Plan B. Unless such limitation is ex-
plicitly stated in the catalog description of a program, both Plan A
and Plan B are available.

Course Work

Courses taken toward a master's degree should fit into a unified
plan aimed at providing the student with both a comprehensive
background and a depth of understanding in a major field. The
number of course credits required in a major area is determined
by each responsible unit. Some programs require a minor.
Whether a minor area of study is required, optional, or not ac-
cepted toward a degree depends on the student's major program.
In any case, the detailed course requirements are left to the judg-
ment of the academic adviser and/or committee subject to the ap-
proval of the responsible unit administrator and the dean of the
college. More than half of the credits of the total required for a
master's degree must be taken in courses at the 800 and 900 lev-
els except as specifically exempted by the dean of the college.

Research and Thesis Plan A

A minimum of 4 credits in master's thesis research (course num-
ber 899) is required; some programs require more. The thesis, an
abstract of the thesis, and an abstract title page must be prepared
in accordance with the specifications in The Formatting
Guide-Master's Theses and Doctoral Dissertations, a handbook
that is available, along with a packet of required forms relating to
the thesis, from the Graduate School or from www.grad.msu.edu.

After the thesis adviser—and, if required by unit bylaws, mem-
bers of the guidance or examination committee—indicate(s) that
the thesis is acceptable for examination within the time frame de-
termined by the department the semester in which graduation is
anticipated, the student must submit copies of the thesis and ab-
stract for distribution to the thesis adviser and other examiners.
The thesis must be in completed form, with finished diagrams,
etc. It must not, however, be bound. The oral examination in de-
fense of the thesis must be scheduled within the time frame deter-
mined by the department the semester in which graduation is
anticipated. After the examiners have reviewed and approved the
thesis and voted to pass the student on the final oral examination
in its defense, the student must incorporate into the thesis any
recommended change(s) and corrections before presenting it to
the thesis adviser for final review and signature of the bookplate.
Not later than the deadline date indicated by The Graduate
School the semester in which graduation is expected, the student
must submit to the Graduate School a final unbound copy of the
thesis, an additional copy of the abstract and the abstract title
page, the signed bookplate, the microfilming and binding con-
tract, and other forms required by and available from The Gradu-
ate School (grad.msu.edu/current/packet.htm). Some
departments, schools, or colleges require additional copies of the
thesis, and it is the student's responsibility to provide such copies
to them. In some colleges the master's thesis is first approved in
the dean's office before the student submits it to The Graduate
School for microfilming and binding.
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All master's theses submitted to the Graduate School must be
microfilmed. Michigan State University subscribes to the service
offered by University Microfilms. One microfilm copy will be de-
posited in the University Library and will be available for interli-
brary loan. The abstract will be published in Master's Abstracts,
which will announce the availability of the thesis in film form. The
microfilming and binding fee required of all master's students sub-
mitting theses, will cover the cost of the library microfilm copy,
binding, and the publication and distribution of the abstract. The
student may order additional bound copies for the department,
the thesis director, or others through University Microfilms, or may
make other arrangements for obtaining additional bound copies.
The microfilming and binding contract, a list of local binderies, and
further information may be obtained from the Graduate School.

An extra fee is charged if the thesis is to be copyrighted. Infor-
mation about the amount of this fee and method of payment may
be obtained from the Graduate School. Microfilming is considered
by the University to be a form of publication. Publication by micro-
film, however, does not preclude the printing of the thesis in whole
or in part in a journal or monograph.

Refer to Costs in the General Information, Policies, Procedures
and Regulations section of this catalog for more information.

Examinations

Students in a Plan A master's degree program are required to
pass an oral examination in defense of the thesis. However, stu-
dents in certain programs are required to pass an oral examina-
tion that covers both a defense of the thesis and course work. This
examination must be scheduled within the time frame determined
by the department the semester in which graduation is antici-
pated. The examination for a Plan A master's degree is adminis-
tered by an examining committee consisting of at least three
Michigan State University regular faculty members (as defined in
the Faculty Handbook.

“ The ‘regular faculty’ of Michigan State University shall consist
of all persons appointed under the rules of tenure and holding the
rank of professor, associate professor, assistant professor, or in-
structor, and persons appointed as librarians. In addition, the prin-
cipal administrative officer of each major educational and
research unit of the University shall be a member of the ‘regular
faculty.’ ”

An exception may be granted by the Dean of The Graduate
School to allow a non–tenure stream faculty member or an Aca-
demic Specialist to serve on a master's student's examination
committee as one of the three required faculty members or as the
chairperson of a master's student's examination committee or as
the thesis adviser. With the approval of the chairperson or director
of the department or school, an exception may be granted to allow
an Emeritus faculty member to serve as one of the three required
faculty members on a master's student's examination committee;
in addition, an Emeritus faculty member may continue to serve as
the chairperson of an examination committee. At the discretion of
the examining committee, the presentation and defense of the
thesis may be open to members of the academic community. The
thesis and the student's performance on the oral examination
must be approved by a majority vote of the examining committee.

A final examination or evaluation is required for students in a
Plan B master's degree program with the following exceptions:
the Plan B programs of study that lead to the Master of Business
Administration degree, the Master of Labor Relations and Human
Resources degree, the Master of Social Work degree, and the
Accounting degree. The examination or evaluation is adminis-
tered in accordance with department or school and college rules
by a committee consisting of at least two Michigan State Univer-
sity regular faculty members (as defined in the Faculty Handbook.

“ The ‘regular faculty’ of Michigan State University shall consist
of all persons appointed under the rules of tenure and holding the
rank of professor, associate professor, assistant professor, or in-
structor, and persons appointed as librarians. In addition, the
principal administrative officer of each major educational and re-
search unit of the University shall be a member of the ‘regular fac-
ulty.’ ”

An exception may be granted by the Dean of The Graduate
School to allow a non–tenure stream faculty member or an Aca-
demic Specialist to serve on a master's student's committee as
one of the two required faculty members or as the chairperson of
a master's student's committee. With the approval of the chair-
person or director of the department or school, an exception may
be granted to allowan Emeritus faculty member to serve as one of
the two required faculty members on a master's student's com-
mittee; in addition, an Emeritus faculty member may continue to
serve as a chairperson of a committee. In the event of significant
discrepancy between the two assessments, the unit chair or coor-
dinator would arrange for a third assessment to break the tie. The
content and format of the examination or evaluation are specified
by the department or school and college.

For both Plan A and Plan B, the student must be registered
during the semester in which the examination or evaluation is ad-
ministered (see Maximum and Minimum Credits). This require-
ment may be waived by the Dean of The Graduate School upon
request of the chair or director of the academic unit, if the exami-
nation is administered during the summer session immediately
following a spring semester during which the student was regis-
tered and/or prior to a fall semester in which the student will be
registered.

Academic Standards

Michigan State University is committed to high academic stan-
dards and expects all graduate students to excel in their particular
majors.

A 3.00 cumulative grade–point average for all courses counting
toward the master's degree is the minimum University standard;
however, colleges, departments, or schools may establish a
higher minimum standard.

Each college and department or school determines whether
the minimum standards must be attained at the completion of a
certain number of credits or by a specified interval after the stu-
dent's first enrollment in the degree program. Some colleges, de-
partments, and schools will not permit a student to remain in a
program if there is an accumulation of more than a specified num-
ber of graduate credits with lower than a 3.0 grade even though
the cumulative grade–point average is 3.00. A student who fails to
meet the standards set by the University, college, and depart-
ment or school will not be permitted to continue to enroll in the de-
gree program, and appropriate action will be taken by the college,
department, or school.

Transfer Credits

As many as 9 semester credits of graduate course work (exclud-
ing research and thesis credits) may be transferred into a 30
credit master's degree program from other accredited institutions
or international institutions of similar quality, if they are appropri-
ate to a student's program and provided they were completed
within the time limits approved for the earning of the degree de-
sired at Michigan State University. The department or school
chairperson or director and dean must grant approval. Only
courses in which at least a 3.0 grade or its equivalent was re-
ceived will be considered for transfer. Exceptions to this policy (at
least a 2.0 grade) have been granted for the dual degree pro-
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grams between MSU and the Michigan State University College
of Law.

Some colleges with programs that require more than 30 credits
for the degree may accept more than 9 credits in transfer, but not
more than one–fourth of the total number of credits required for
the master's degree may be accepted in transfer.

See Credits in the General Information, Policies, Procedures
and Regulations section of this catalog for additional information.

Off–Campus Work

Credit for courses taken at Michigan State University off-campus
instructional centers is of equal value to credit for on–campus
courses. However, for the master's degree at least 6 credits must
be earned in residence on the East Lansing campus or at ap-
proved Michigan State University instructional sites (e.g. Dubai),
although some programs may require more. A student who plans
to take off–campus courses should discuss the possibilities of ac-
ceptance of such work toward the degree with the academic ad-
viser, department or school chairperson or director, or dean. Such
approval should be obtained before enrolling in an off–campus
course, just as is done for an on–campus course.

Online Learning

The University offers selected degree programs (primarily, pro-
fessional master’s degree programs), certificate programs, and
individual courses online. All University regulations, policies, and
procedures described in this catalog that apply to on-campus pro-
grams also apply to online programs, unless specified otherwise.

MSU courses offered online are considered on-campus
courses. Applicability of specific online MSU courses is deter-
mined by the requirements of specific programs.

For more information about online learning, visit the Web at
www.online-contined.msu.edu/.

Time Limit

Unless otherwise specified, the time limit for the completion of the
requirements for the master's degree is five calendar years from
the date of enrollment in the first course included for degree certif-
ication. The colleges of Arts and Letters, Human Medicine, Natu-
ral Science, Nursing, Osteopathic Medicine, Social Science, and
Veterinary Medicine permit six years with the following exception:
the time limit for the completion of the Master of Fine Arts degree
in the College of Arts and Letters is nine years.

Michigan State University must reserve the right to modify or
eliminate programs that are described in this publication. In the
event such an action is taken, students affected will be advised by
their units of the options available to them to complete their de-
grees. Every reasonable effort will be made to permit students to
complete these programs or similar programs.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A SECOND, JOINT,
OR DUAL MASTER'S DEGREE

Acandidate for a second master's degree, or for joint or dual mas-
ter's degrees, from Michigan State University may request the ap-
plication of up to 9 credits, appropriate to both programs, from the
first master's degree program to the second or from one master's
program to another. These 9 credits must have been earned
within the time limitations of the college concerned. Credits used
to satisfy the requirements of one master's degree may not be
used to satisfy the residency requirements of another master's
degree.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A JOINT MASTER'S
DEGREE AND MEDICAL DEGREE

A student who is enrolled in a graduate–professional program in
MSU's College of Human, Osteopathic, or Veterinary Medicine,
and who is also enrolled in a master's degree program at Michi-
gan State University may request the application of up to 9 cred-
its, appropriate to both programs, from the graduate–professional
program to the master's degree program, as well. These credits
must have been earned within the time limit for completing the
master's degree program in which the student is enrolled.

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST PROGRAM1

For information about the Educational Specialist program, refer to
the Educational Specialist statement in the College of Education
section of this catalog.

3

GRADUATE EDUCATION


