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Geopolitics, Race and Ethnicity in the Andes
When one thinks of the Andes, the usual images that come to mind are the highlands, the lamas and alpacas (image 2), the glorious Inca past, and the colorful dresses of Andean women. The term “Andean” derives from the Andes highlands that consist of two or three parallel ranges called “Cordillera Occidental,” “Cordillera Central,” and “Cordillera Oriental.” These ranges extend for more than 8,900 kilometers (5,500 miles) along the territories of Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela. However, there are multiple categorizations of what people and institutions understand for Andean countries today. Geopolitics and economical associations are responsible for these multiple categorizations. For example, according to geographical criteria, the Andean countries include Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Chile <http://www.ddg.com/LIS/aurelia/titpag.htm>. For the 2002 Unesco IEB Education Thesaurus, the Andean countries are Bolivia, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, and Venezuela. The Washington Office on Latin America, WOLA, includes only Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela (image 3). Scholars of various fields, financial officers and politicians consider without a doubt that Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia are Andean countries. Although the Andean mountains cross the territories of Chile and Argentina and contribute to the existence and development of certain groups in those countries, these two nations are usually grouped with Uruguay in a category called today the “Southern Cone.”  At the same time, Colombia and Venezuela may be considered Andean countries for some purposes, but they are also considered the continental Caribbean countries and are included in that geographical and cultural area as well. The term “Andean” then associates strongly to the Andean societies and cultures that developed for centuries in the system of these highlands. The term “Andean” works almost as a synonym for “Indian” in these countries. However, even the three evident Andean countries (Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia) present a great diversity of geography and climate that results in the existence of ethnic groups other than Andean/Indians and thus, different cultures that are not usually taken into account when talking about the Andes. 

With the arrival of the Spaniards to South America, three main racial groups came in contact and intermingled: the white Iberians, the Indians, and the Africans. The interracial mix resulted in new racial and ethnic categories that exist today, for example, “mestizo” and “cholo” (the mix of white and Indian, image 4), “criollo” (the descendant of white Iberians born in the Americas), “white” (the white Iberian born in Europe), “zambo” (the mix of Indian and African), “mulato” (the mix of white and African), among others (image 5). The new racial groups looked for accommodation in the dominant white societies of the New World’s colonies, and the terms to designate different groups were/are associated with specific features of personality, intelligence, abilities, or the lack of them. For instance, while “mestizo” is no longer used in daily conversations among the peoples of these countries, it has become rather a term used by scholars and educators. However, it was considered a terrible insult in the 16th century. Calling someone “mestizo” meant not only the racial mix, but rather the product of an illegitimate union, either forced by rape, or consensual but illegal. Francisco de Avila, compiler of the 16th century Manuscrito de Huarochiri  tells how he was insulted by being called “mestizo” and how this condition made almost impossible to climb the ecclesiastical hierarchy. Calling someone “mestizo” in the colonial Andes was an insult since it referred to his/her illegitimate birth, his/her bastardía. Over the time, with the wars of political independence in the 19th century and the development of the new nations in Latin America, “mestizo” was used to refer to the mix of Indian and white, but with more white than Indian percentage in his/her appearance. The Peruvian writer José María Arguedas, and many 20th century Andean testimonies, use the term “misti” to refer to “mestizo” with this meaning. Still the “mestizo” in this context has negative associations: the “misti” is arrogant, a liar, unreliable and abusive to Indians. The term “cholo” replaces somehow “mestizo” in the daily interaction among peoples of these countries. However, it is often used to describe dark-skinned Peruvians, Ecuadorians and Bolivians and/or those who have migrated from the highlands to the “criollo” city. It is frequently employed as a derogatory and racist term by the “criollo” population of European descent who consider themselves “whites.” 

Who are the people of the Andean countries? Not only those of indigenous descent that are called “Serranos” (highlanders) or “Andeans,” but also the “white criollos” (referred to as “gringos” when they are blond and have blue/green eyes), the afro-Andeans and the afro-criollos, the “cholos,”  and also an enormous diversity of indigenous non-Andean groups in the Amazonian regions of these countries that include the jibaros,  the bora, the ashaninka, the cocamilla, the shipibo, the campa, among many (image 6). “Charapa” is a derogatory term that criollos and Andeans use to refer to the Amazonian Indians. In this way, race, ethnicity and language come together in the Andean countries. The criollos and afro-descendants, as well as Asian-descendants, are usually in the big cities of the coast, such as Lima, capital of Peru, and Guayaquil, the second most important city of Ecuador. They speak mainly and only Spanish. Although the migrant “Serranos” bring their language and Quechua is considered one of the official languages in these countries, the “Serranos” do not accept publicly that they speak it and they try to assimilate as soon as possible to the “white criollo” lifestyle. The majority of the Andean population lives in the highland cities, town and villages, such as Quito (Ecuador), Cuzco (Peru) and La Paz and Cochabamba (Bolivia). Quechua and Aymara are usually accepted as spoken languages in these areas alongside Spanish. Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru are also Amazonian countries. As such, they have extensive Amazonian groups that speak different languages and are racially and culturally distinctive. In Peru, to date sixty Amazonian languages have been recorded officially. The Amazonian region has welcomed also migrants from other countries, especially Europeans and Japanese. Given the extreme conditions of the Amazonian geography, that makes difficult the construction of highways and other technological means of communication, this region and its peoples, cultures and languages are the least known of the Andean countries. 
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Suggested Activities

1. This is a team-activity; the class is divided in teams of 3 students. Each team chooses three Andean countries
 and research (see resources) the current geopolitical, geographical, and economical categorizations or definitions for each country. Each team creates a chart or table for each country using these categories. Compare the criteria used for these categorizations and definitions. Present it to the class and compare with the conclusions of other teams who have been given similar or different “Andean” countries. 

2. Compare and contrast the ways in which “race” and “racism” is understood in Andean society with “race” and “racism” in U.S. society. Use examples to show similarities and differences in how and why these concepts are understood in Andean countries and the U.S. This could be done through discussion, individual essay, debate, chart.

3. How are “cholo,” “charapa” and “gringo” understood in these Andean countries? Research the use of these terms in 2 Andean countries and 2 other non-Andean countries in Latin America. Choose a way to display these similarities and/or differences.


Websites

Geography: Natural Regions (Geographical description of the Andean countries)

URL: http://www.ddg.com/LIS/aurelia/pergeo1.htm  

2002 UNESCO IEB Education Thesaurus 

Source: United Nations Educational, Scientific and  Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

URL:  http://www.ibe.unesco.org/publications/thesaurus/00003345.htm
Geopolitics of the Andes

Source: Washington Office of Latin America (WOLA) 

URL: http://www.wola.org/andes
Guide to the Andean Countries

URL: http://www.ddg.com/LIS/aurelia/titpag.htm
Peru Geography

Source: The Latin America Bureau (LAB) (independent research and publishing organization)

URL: http://www.lab.org.uk/?lid=1475
General Resources – Peru

Source: Library of Congress (LOC) – Portals to the World

URL: http://www.loc.gov/rr/international/hispanic/peru/resources/general.html

Culture and Society of the Andes – An Online Reader (Collection of articles and websites)

Source: Compiled by Steve Froemming, http://www.euskalnet.net/sjf/
http://www.euskalnet.net/sjf/andeanlinks1.htm

Aymara Net (contemporary Aymara populations of Bolivia, Peru, Chile and Argentina) URL: http://www.aymaranet.org/
Chirapaq (intercultural association of indigenous Peruvians) 

URL: http://www.chirapaq.org.pe/index.htm
Indigenous Peoples in Latin America - LANIC
Aymara Net Various Information Relating to the Aymaras in Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Argentina, and Ecuador; Cultures of the Andes

lanic.utexas.edu/la/region/indigenous/

Peru - LANIC
Cultures of the Andes Quechua songs, poems, and language lessons

www.lanic.utexas.edu/la/peru/
Indigenismo and Indian Movements in Twentieth-Century Ecuador

Source: Latin America News and Information , (LANIC), University of Texas
lanic.utexas.edu/project/lasa95/becker.html

Raising Awareness on the Connection between Race/ Ethnicity, Discrimination, Poverty and Health Inequalities in Peru

Source: Research study by the Group of Analysis for Development (GRADE),. Funded by the International Development Research Center (Canada)
URL: http://www.crdi.ca/un_focus_piest/ev-105118-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html

Incorporating Race and Ethnicity into the Millenium Development Goals

Source: Inter-American Dialogue Race Report

http://www.thedialogue.org/publications/2007/winter/telles.pdf
Race, Ethnicity and Gender Course Syllabus for History: 2712

Source: University of Pittsburgh

URL: http://www.pitt.edu/~pitthist/graduate/raceethnicityandgendersyllabus.html
Five Dimensions of Andean Culture

Source: Dr. Robert Sitler, Stetson University

URL: http://www.stetson.edu/andeanculture/index.html
Flaschcards for Andean Countries

Source: Quia Corporation

URL: http://www.quia.com/jg/316274.html
Purposegames: The Andean Countries

Source: Purposegames.com, created by David Andersson

URL: http://www.purposegames.com/game/737/info
Books

Clark, A. N. (2001). Secret of the Andes. Peter Smith Publisher Inc. (Ages 9-12)

Croy, A. (2007). National Geographic Countries of the World: Peru. National Geographic Children's Books. (Ages 9-12)
De la Cadena, M. (2000). Indigenous Mestizos: The Politics of Race and Culture in Cuzco, Peru, 1919-1991.  Durham: Duke University Press. (Adults)

Degregori, C. I. (2005). The Peru Reader. Durham: Duke University Press. (Grade 9-12 and adults)

Kistler, M. (2004). Modern Nations of the World – Bolivia. Lucent Books. (Higher education and adults)

Larson, B. (2004). Trials of Nation Making: Liberalism, Race, and Ethnicity in the Andes. Cambridge University Press. (Higher education and adults)

Larson, B., Harris, C., & Harris, O. (1995). Ethnicity, Markets and Migration in the Andes.  Duke University Press. (Higher education and adults)

Mallon, F. (1995). Peasant and Nation: The Making of Postcolonial Mexico and Peru. University of California Press. (Higher education and adults)
Films

Bolivia (2003)

Israel Adrián Caetano's Bolivia manages to both shed light on international hardships and entertain. Shot in 16mm black and white, it explores the experience of being poor and nonwhite in Buenos Aires. Though set almost entirely within the confines of a small space -- a café -- Bolivia is a refreshingly wide-open film, an antidote to current message movies. Call it "hipster humanism." Its protagonist, Fred (Freddy Flores), a poor immigrant from Bolivia who takes an illegal job as a café cook in Buenos Aires. Fred is focused on money. He makes 15 pesos a day, plus a share of the tips and free meals. His ears prick up whenever money is even mentioned in the surrounding conversations, and we are cognizant of every peso he earns and spends throughout the film. Ten pesos, for example, goes to make a phone call to his family in Bolivia. After being hassled by the cops for wandering the streets, he spends another peso for a coffee, an excuse to stay in an all night coffee shop, so he can catch a nap.
El bien esquivo/ The Elusive Good (2001)

Set in the XVII century in an important moment of Peruvian and Latin American History in which national identity is being defined. The mixing of blood and culture, the traumatic encounter of two worlds (the spanish and indian), the process of religious syncretism, but also personal ambition and self-determination set up the background for the journey of two outcasts (Ines, a nun who likes to write non-religious poems, and Jeronimo, a mestizo in search of his identity) who must confront intolerance and prejudice.

Madeinusa (2006)

Madeinusa is a girl aged 14 with a sweet Indian face who lives in an isolated village in the Cordillera Blanca Mountain range of Peru. This strange place is characterized by its religious fervor. From Good Friday at three o'clock in the afternoon (the time of day when Christ died on the cross) to Easter Sunday, the whole village can do whatever it feels like. During the two holy days sin does not exist: God is dead and can't see what is happening. Everything is accepted and allowed, without remorse. Year after year, Madeinusa and her sister Chale, and her father Don Cayo, the Mayor and local big shot, maintain this tradition without questioning it. However, everything changes with the arrival in the village of Salvador, a young geologist from Lima, who will unknowingly change the destiny of the girl.

Diarios de motocicletas/The Motorcycle Diaries (2004)

Autobiographical book by Che Guevara about his travels through South America with his friend Alberto Granado on a 1939 Norton 500 motorcycle. Born into an upper middle class family, this was Guevara's first expedition around Latin America. In the book, he details the role and life of the indigenous peasantry throughout Latin America, including mine workers and persecuted communists fleeing their homes. The book ends with a declaration by Che of his willingness to fight and die for the cause of the proletariat in Latin America.
Image Index



Image 1: Map of South America. 


Source: Microsoft Map Point

Image 2: Andean Mountains and Vicuna. 

 
http://www.blueplanetbiomes.org/andes.htm
Image 3: Andean countries according to WOLA. 

http://www.wola.org/index.php?&option=com_content&task=blogsection&id=6&Itemid=&topic=Andes
Image 4: Peruvian Andean Man (rural area): Serrano, Cholo, 


http://www.publicanthropology.org/Journals/journals.htm
Image 5: White, Criollo and Afro-descent children in a coastal city of an Andean country


http://peru.indymedia.org/news/2007/03/26940.php
Image 6: Amazonian children (urban): Charapa

http://www.oceanfutures.org/of_blog-post.asp?ID=26
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Image 6: Amazonian children (urban): Charapa
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� For example: Ecuador, Peru & Bolivia – Venezuela, Colombia & Peru – Bolivia, Argentina & Chile – Chile, Ecuador & Venezuela – etc. 





