Understanding Sustainable Development in Costa Rica


STUDENT LEARNING GOALS

Enduring Understandings:

Choices that are made for the future of any nation should include as a primary concern the well-being of the peoples of that nation that includes an understanding and respect for their values and for the natural resources of the nation, and for the connectivity that exists between them.

Key Concepts for the Module:

developed/developing/under-developed (nations, economies)


values
   

internationalism    

globalism
  

ecotourism     

sustainable development

Essential Questions to Guide the Module:
1) What can be said about developed, developing, under-developed nations?

2) What is the role of ecotourism?

3) How do globalism and internationalism differ?

Topical Questions for the Module:

1) How and Why did Costa Rica develop its high rate of ecotourism over the past 20-30 years?

2) How has the ecotourism influx effected the nation’s environment: Geographically? Socially? Economically? Politically?

3) What particular challenges have been met in Costa Rica? Which remain to be addressed?

4) How does Costa Rica protect and yet still utilize its natural resources?

5) We hear the term “developed” or “developing nation.” Of which group might Costa Rica be a member?

6)  How does Costa Rica fit inside the geographic, political, social landscapes of Central America?

7)  Has the development of Costa Rica’s ecotourism met or changed the landscapes? How?

8)  How do Ticos live? What seems important to them? 

9) How does Costa Rica differ from the United States?

10) How has the influence of ecotourism created a peaceful and sustainable development of the Costa Rican nation? 

What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit of study?

· Students will know that: Costa Rica is a developing nation which is both meeting challenges and finding new challenges as a result of its recent influx of ecotourism.

· Students will know that: There is a disparity in the economic realities for the nations of Central America that seeks to be reckoned with for the benefit of the entire continent.

· Students will know that: Ecotourism has changed Costa Rica. Not all of its residents have been the positive beneficiaries of the changes that have occurred.

What will students be able to do as a result of this unit of study?

· Students will be able to discern and discuss the differences between globalism and internationalism as they examine the efforts of more economically developed on less economically developed nations.

· Students will be able to: Discuss both the positive and negative aspects of ecotourism.

· Students will be able to: Look at Costa Rica’s kind of development and begin to consider possible solutions to the plight of other Central American nations.

· Students will be able to: Play an active role in educating others about protecting yet still benefiting from natural resources, using principles of internationalism

· that support peaceful and sustainable development respectful of the values of the inhabitants of a nation.

BACKGROUND ESSAY

Understanding Sustainable Development in Costa Rica

Like the chiming campañas (bells) of a grand cathedral, harmony plays a captivating melody amid Costa Rica’s luscious land of succulent tropical rainforest, dense vernal mountainsides, and soft, sandy beaches. The tourism that has rooted in Costa Rica during the past 40 years has given guests to the nation a view, often a literal “bird’s eye” view, of the extraordinary beauty that is Costa Rica. We take pleasure in the aesthetic, seeing wild animals in their natural habitats, and observing what to many of us are both strange and beautiful plants. Many of Costa Rica’s plants hold the key to new inventions or medicines. For example, the Willow gave us Acetylsalicylic acid, or ASA, the active ingredient in aspirin. Small rodent-like mammals that scurry around since the time of the dinosaurs are warm blooded, a fact that may have contributed to their survival as dinosaurs went extinct. All are products of a complex, miraculous system that created and sustains life on earth. It is perhaps quite natural that we would choose to have contact with such life forces. It has been said that ecotourism may well be the best hope for the survival of protected areas, as it offers an economic argument for the preservation of nature, and can be done in a sustainable manner.

But as we consider the protection of nature, we must also assuredly consider the protection and potential for peaceful sustainability of the peoples of Costa Rica, including the descendants of the original human inhabitants of this well-known paradise. It is indeed likely that more hues and shades of green dominate the country of Costa Rica than even a box of Crayolas can possibly muster. Mingled in are hot pink impatiens, maturing wildly as they color the panorama that surrounds country roads. But what of the shades of brown that color the skins of the Costa Rican peoples? In fact, in year 2000 in Costa Rica, there was one seemingly endless two-lane blacktop path that stretches hundreds of kilometers up and down the mountainside of this 19,000 square mile heaven. At times pock marked like rough skin, and at other expanses, it is flawless in its newness, the road is like a baby’s bottom. As the highway swirls through the mountainous landscape, it often feels like the gentlest of roller coasters, yet with characteristic hairpin turns, it is at places built for crawling speeds. Stop signs inside tiny pueblos bring alert to intersections where only bravado determines who goes first; and perhaps more thought has been given to traveling tour buses than to either the tiny cars of those who service the tourist industry, or those whose feet and horses still carry them to and fro.

On Costa Rica’s Pacific side, in the surf splashing Gulf of Nicoya, across from Puntarenas Beach, the island of Tortuga restfully awaits visitors each morning. The catamaran Manta Raya drops of sixty or so passengers each day, and picks up the roasted and toasted folks at 4:00 pm. The white sands of Tortuga are like highly refined sugar. This is a contrastive image to the theft of tortuga eggs of the Hawkbill, Leatherback, and Loggerhead turtles. For centuries, the inhabitants of the Pacific Central American coastline used the meat of the turtles to feed their families. Although the sea was generous with providing this meat, hunters have more recently killed turtles and carried the meat to urban markets. Is it also possible that for some Costa Ricans the price of tourism has driven up the cost of goods used in Costa Rican households to a point where some Costa Ricans may have to thieve against the species simply in order to survive? May this be yet another by-product of the same ecotourism earlier mentioned? 

Perhaps before we journey to Costa Rica, we can begin to examine the large numbers of human cultures that exist in Costa Rica, complete with their own languages and customs, all of which add to the human experience and enrich us as a species. A loss of biodiversity threatens all cultures. In Costa Rica in particular those that live close to the Amazon River and Amazon Forest areas. Humans require a variety of uses of land and resources. The loss of animals or plants from any ecosystem will affect other species, possibly harmfully and in some unforeseen ways. We have often examined the associations that exist between living things. Does Costa Rica’s ecotourism  provide a  model of sustainable development that can/should be replicated in other nations that are rich in natural resources? Can this be the answer to other nations’ economic woes? Let’s take a very close look at this Central American country and see what more we can learn. 


SPANISH VOCABULARY

El perfil del aprendizaje 

INDIGADORES: tener curiosidad natural

INFORMADOS: explorar conceptos, ideas, cuestiones de importancia

PENSADORES: aplicar habilidades intelectuales de manera crítica

BUENOS COMUNICADORES: comprender y expresar ideas e información con confianza y creatividad en diversas lenguas

INTEGROS: actuar con integridad y honradez, poseer un profundo sentido de la equidad

DE MENTALIDAD ABIERTA: estar abierta a las perspectivas, valores, y tradiciones de otras personas y comunidades

SOLIDARIOS: mostrar empatía, sensibilidad y respeto por los demás

AUDACES: abordar situaciones desconocidas e inciertas, con sensatez y determinación

EQUILIBRADOS: extender la importancia del equilibrio físico, mental y emocional para lograr el bienestar personal propio y para los demás

REFLEXIVOS: evaluar sus propios aprendizajes y experiencias, reconocer sus cualidades y limitaciones

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

INTERNATIONALISM AND GLOBALISM
Activity #1:

Using a Venn diagram, and working in groups of 3 students, compare and contrast at least 3 definitions of internationalism and globalism. For activity #2, we will share those diagrams and further compare and contrast our findings, to reach a class consensus on how these terms differentiate and may further help us in our further investigations of ecotourism. The sites or resources from which you extract your definitions should be free of advertising or other apparent evidences of bias. They should become a part of the full and ongoing bibliography that you will be creating for a final project for this unit on Costa Rica. 

Activity #2: 

Join a new group to compare and contrast evidence of both globalism and internationalism vis-à-vis articles from TICO TIMES (Costa Rica’s first English language newspaper.)  http://www.ticotimes.net/index.htm 

Select 1 or 2 articles written within the last 2 years. Discuss the article with your group. Demonstrate evidence of  both global thinking and international thinking  in the article(s). Of course, depending on the article(s) you select, you may find yourself relaying either benefits or concerns for Costa Rica. Continue to add any articles you select from TICO TIMES to your bibliography.

· please see sample of a letter from Tico Times below. Bold, red,  italicized letters would seem to evidence INTERNATIONAL thinking. How?  Do you also see evidence of GLOBAL thinking in the letter? Where? Be prepared to indicate share that evidence with the class.

Recycling Group's Success
Depends on Community 
Dear Tico Times:
The Caribbean Association of Recycling, or ReciCaribe, sends you warm wishes and many thanks for including mention of our fund drive in last week's paper. We write to point out a small misprint. We need ¢500,000 to repair the truck and get it up to the standards to pass the annual inspection, not $500 as reported. In other words, we need to raise a total of $1,000. 

Two factors have contributed to our current cash crunch. Recently, we lost one of our buyers (certain plastics are no longer purchased), and we also are facing increasing competition for the collection of aluminum (the most valuable material we collect). 

Monetary donations are desperately needed to help us through our temporary crisis, but there are many other ways for folks to lend a hand. Residents and businesses can continue to support us by sending all of your recyclable materials and encouraging neighbors to do the same. 

We collect recyclables all over the southern Caribbean coast, from Sixaola to the Valle de la Estrella, from Manzanillo to Cahuita, from Bribrí to Gandoca; we cover nearly all of Talamanca! Annually, we remove more than 100 metric tons of solid waste from our community. 

As stated in your opinion pages earlier this year (TT, Feb. 9), “a vigilant and concerned populace” is what is needed in our country so we don't “drown in our own waste.” With the problems our little country has with the disposal of solid waste, we hope that people realize that support of community efforts like ReciCaribe and the recycling project in Tortuguero, on the northern Caribbean coast, are a clear and easy way to work toward a concrete solution. 

A third way to contribute is with your time. You can contact us directly (recicaribe @hotmail.com) or contact Laura from mycaribbeanadventure.com to get involved. 

Although we are suspending service for the first time since our inception, we're doing all we can to attempt to maintain regular service. In our fund drive so far we have collected nearly $200 of the $1,000 we need. Each little donation adds up. 

Donors can be assured that their contributions will be responsibly utilized. We recently secured a grant from Fundecooperación to obtain similar equipment to that which the community-recycling project in Tortuguero uses and which you described in last week's fabulous article. 

ReciCaribe is also getting involved with another area recycling endeavor. Members of the Association for the Fight against Petroleum (ADELA) – the group that continues to fight after so many years to keep Talamanca and Costa Rica free from petroleum exploitation – have joined forces to form a cooperative called “CoopeTalamanca Sostentible.” The idea of the co-op is to promote alternative sources to petroleum to meet our fuel “needs.” CoopeTalamanca is working with engineer Mario Araya, of Proambiente, S.A., to produce a biofuel called KleanAir Fuel, or KAF. KAF Talamanca will be produced with recycled biomass waste from the banana farms and plantations. More information on the co-op can be obtained at www.grupoadela.org. 

We give thanks to The Tico Times for its thorough coverage of the issues of dealing with solid waste, and thanks to the community at large for supporting efforts to overcome our challenges. Be it time, money or recyclable materials, it all adds up. If ReciCaribe can continue to be a success, it can serve as a model both nationally and internationally and really make a difference. 

One last question: ReciCaribe recycles glass, plastics and aluminum. We noted in a recent article about the lack of lights at the airport, it referred to a nearby “tin recycling plant.” Does anyone have any contact information for that business? Among our goals at the Association for Recycling are to remove as much solid waste as possible from our zone, therefore contributing to a cleaner and safer environment for our community and the planet at large. We ask any reader with information of other buyers of recyclable materials (tin, cardboard, plastics, etc.) to please call me at 750-0191 or ReciCaribe manager Danny Umaña at 888-7167 (Spanish only). 

We are very aware that residents of this community are asked to contribute a lot. But, if we don't ask, we won't get anywhere. We all know that being part of being a member of a community requires participation; therefore, we're hoping that you can help us to continue to improve our home's health, beauty and, yes, tourism.

Alaine Berg
ReciCaribe volunteer 
Puerto Viejo de Talamanca
Editor's Note: We sincerely regret the error and applaud your efforts. 

ECOTOURISM

Activity #3

What do you believe as we begin our discussion?

1) What is ECOTOURISM? 

2) How many species of plants and animals are there in the world? Discuss their uniqueness to the degree that you are able.

3) Respond to the following: “If human beings do not have a use for a particular plant or an animal that lives in their proximal environment, then perhaps that living thing should not need to exist there.”

4) It is important when something becomes “extinct”?

Activity #4

More prior knowledge:

Respond to the following statements as true or false.

1) Yes, ecotourism is important. ___________

2) Ecotourism offers a country like Costa Rica, the power to heal itself of its economic woes. _______

3) Ecotourism, planned at its best, always guards the areas of nature that should not be touched by humans. ________

4) Ecotourism attracts all kinds of tourists. _________

5 ) Ecotourism will allow us to continue life on our planet through building understanding of nature and our relationship to it. 
_____

6) Carefully planned ecotourism protects all of the food sources of those dependent in the area. _______

7) Ecotourism helps us conserve the diversity of our planet. _______

UNDERDEVELOPED, DEVELOPING, DEVELOPED
Activity #5

Review the graphs that indicate Labour Force and Employment statistics for Costa Rica. Working with a partner, you will be assigned one graph to explore and explain to the class. Indicate the X and Y axes of the graph, the INDEPENDENT VARIABLE, tell the MEAN, the MEDIAN, the MODE, the RANGE of the graph, and notable TRENDS.

*see chart below

	mean
	the sum of all the results included in the sample divided by the number of observations

	median
	the middle value of all the numbers in the sample. In other words, the median is the value that divides the set of data in half, 50% of the observations being above (or equal to) it and 50% being below (or equal to) it 

· for an even number of values, the median is the average of the middle two values 

· for an odd number of values, the median is the middle of the all of the values. 

	mode
	the most frequently observed value of the measurements in the sample.   There can be more than one mode or no mode.

	range
	the difference between the largest and smallest values of a variable in the sample


Activity #6

Use the publication found at: Governance Matters http://www.info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi2007/pdf/c50.pdf
and the accompanying detailed Individual Indicator websites to look for trends in Costa Rica’s development during the past 10 years (1996-2006). Use the following words: strength,    weakness,    opportunity,    threat as labels to l identify trends that you observe in at least eight graphs of differing indicators.  Be prepared to discuss how you drew your conclusions about your word selections.

*see article: Governance Matters
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